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Mr. WOLF. | yiald to the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to engage in o col- 
loguy with the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. WoLF), the chairman of the 
Ssuboommittee, and the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. RUPPERSBRRGER) on an 
important tasue regarding democracy 
in Venezuela, 

Mr, Chairman, 2 weeka ago, sovera) 
Members of Congress went to Ven- 
ezueln and heard about the intimida- 
tion by the Venezuelan Government.of 


&democracy advocate namodgiMaria? 


cori RanzesMs. Machado“i the 


leader of Sumate, a Venezmelan non- 
governmental electoral watchdog. Cur- 
rently, she is charged by the Ven- 
ezuelan Government for accepting i)- 
liolt foreign financial contributions 
from our own National Endowment For 
Demoornoy. 

Recently, Me. Machado was invited 
to the White House to see the Prosi- 
dent and share her concerns about the 
endangered state of democracy in Ven- 
eauéla. This Congreys should stand bhe- 
hind Ms. Maohado and support the 
Growth of democracy in Venezuela, 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. TON 
Davis). 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Chair- 
Man, wi)) the gentleman yield? 

Mr. WOLF. 1 yield to the gantiaman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Chair- 
man, I concur with the gentlernan’s in- 
terpretation of the difficult situation 
in Venezuela. Sumate has been one 
Venezuelan inotitution that has been 
willing and able to monitor the ansi- 
democratic behavior of the Venezuolan 
Govarnmoent. It has been able to bring 
the attention of the world to the de- 
elina ip democracy tn that country. 

Mr. Chairman, this Congress should 
be supporting democratic institutions 
in Venezuela and those indtviduais 
fighting on the side of democracy. Does 
the gentleman from Virginia agree? 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chalrman, I do. I 
thank the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Tom Davis) and the gentieman 
from Maryland (Mr. RUPPERSBERGER) 
for their statements and leadership, 

1 think by their speaking today it 
Bendy a message to the world with re- 
gard to the importance of ns promoting 
democracy and freedom in Venezuela. 
Democracy and human rights, whether 
it be in Venezuela or any place eae, are 
basic fundamental frecdome that must 
alwayz de preserved and supported. 

The United States should always 
stand with those fighting for those 
freedoms. The United States should 
continue to send a clear message to ev- 
eryone that we wil) stand with people 
like M3. Machado and others like her 
who speak out for dernocracy. 

T think what the guntleman from Vir- 
sinia (Mr. Tom Davis) on@ the gon- 
tleman from Maryland (My, 
RUPPEASHERGER) have done is send a 
message to the world. They hava sent s 
message to the National Endowment 


For Demooracy that when there ts an- 
other grant application, that applica- 
tion shonid be mst so she hag that op- 
portunity for freedom. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chatrman, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. WOLF. 1 yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. 
Chairman, moving to one other matter, 
it ts my anderstanding that the 2006 
Science, Stato, Justices and Commerce 
Appropriations bill requires agencies to 
MOolify the Committee on Appropria- 
tione 16 days before funds are repro- 
grammed to implement o-fovernment 
initiatives. 

As the chairman of the authorizing 
committee with jurisdiction over the 
E-Government Aot, and in fact I was 
One of the authors of the E-Govern- 
Toant Act, I would ask the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. WouF) if he will 
Sharo information that he obtains with 
the Committees on Government Reform 
on the funding and implementation of: 
e-government initiztives in this bi}] so 
we could be so advised. 

Myr. WOLF. Mr. Chatrman, yos, I 
would be happy to provide the Com- 
mittea on Government Reform with in- 
formation received from the adminie- 
tration regarding s-zgovernment initia- 
tives. 

AMENDMEST NO. ) OFFERED BY MR. OHOOOLA 

Mr. CHOCOLA, Mr. Chairman, I offer 
oD aMendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk wi)} des- 
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment 13 as fox. 
Jows: 

Amendment. No. | offered by Mr, CHocoLa: 

Page 108, aftar lina 7, insart the following: 

TITLE VIII—ADDITIONAL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS 

Sec. Bl. Nono of the funds made pvalladle 
by thie Act may be upad by the National Asr- 
onantics and Epace Admintatration to em- 
ploy any Individual ander the title “artist in 
reeidento”’. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 
order of the House of June 14, the fen- 
tleman from Indiana (Mr, CHOCOLA) and 
& Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes, 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. CHOCOLA). 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Chairman. I yiela 
myself such time as I may consumes. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. WoL) for his good 
work on thig bill. I also appreciate the 
opportunity to offer this amendment. 

This amendment ia really about 
prioritizing spending and fiscal respon- 
sibility. Over the last 2 years, NASA 
has spent $20,000 for an artist-\n-resi- 
dence program. My amendment is de- 
Signed to prevent or limit that practice 
in tho future. 

Mr, Chairman, nowhere jn NASA's 
miasion does it say anything about ad- 
vaucing fine arts or hiring a partorm- 
ance artist. In fact, Laurie Anderson, 
the pergon thal was chosen to perform 
the role of a performance artist. when 
eho was called to be offered the job, she 
said, Sure, what do I do? 
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And the response she got from NAGA 
was, Well. we do not know; we have 
never done this before. 

One of the first things that I did in 
2003 after I showed up az a new Member 
of Congrass is I attended » memorial 
pervios for the Columbia satronauta. 
Certainly, spending money by NASA on 
& performance artist and a artist-in- 
residence program does nothing to 
make pure that the ahuttle program 
gete back into apace and prevents such 
tragedios tn the future. 

Now $20,000 may not seam like muoh 
in the Halls of Congreas; but to the av- 
erage American family, it is a signin- 
cant amount of money. I wish I could 
Say that NASA is boldly wasting tax- 
payer money where no agenoy has 
wasted it befors, but I am afraid that 
the artiet-in-residence program ia just 
@ symptom of a bigger problem. 

. Recently, the Heritage Foundation 
identified $986 billion of waste, fraud, 
and abuse in government spending. 
Every American business and every 
American family must make hard (ect- 
sions to stand by their budget and 
eliminate whatefil funding, and tho 
Federal Government should be no dif- 
ferant and NASA ehould not be spend- 


ing taxpayer dollars on o performance - 
artist. I enconrage 21) of my collearucs. 


to support this amandment. 

Mr, WOLF. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gontleman yiold? 

Mr. CHOCOLA. I yield to the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. WOLP. Mr. Chairman, I think 
this ia 2 good amendment and I accept 
it. 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Chairman, I re- 
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Ohnairman, J 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise not in opposi- 
tion, Iam going to agrae to the emend- 
ment, but I would Hke to have some 
Comment before I do. 

Mr. Chairman, I think thie is a re- 
Erettable amendment for a number of 
reasons, : 

Pirst of all, 1t involves an ewfully lit- 
tle bit of money. Secondly, X think it 
sends & really bad signal. Indesd, one of 
NABA's misstons is to inspire; and it 
bas had an arts program, a very smal) 
arte program since 1962. Such lumi- 
naries as Norman Rockwall have par- 
ticipated in it over the years. 

Iv 19 tn furtherance of part of NASA's 
Tmission. NASA‘s mission is to inspire, 
to educate. Indeed, in the oducation 
theme of NASA's FY 2006 budget, it 
states: To develop the-next goneration 
of explorera, NASA muist do its part to 
inspire and motivate students to pur- 
Sue careers in ecience and teohnology 
and engineoring and in mathematice.” 


©) 1600 


A part of jt is connectivity. One of 
the ways NASA has done that, if any- 
one has vigites its facilities, Is through 
beautiful murals and other art initia- 
tives. Thies partionlar initiative that 
the gentleman 19 speaking to {8 the ap- 
Pointment of Laurie Anderson as an 
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